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2INTRODUCTION

Here on the banks of the Kennebec River, 
in Waterville, Maine, Thomas College is a 
friendly welcoming family that has been 
preparing students for success in their 
personal and professional lives, and for 
leadership and service in their communities 
since the college’s founding in 1894. 

The Thomas College brand is more than our name, our logo and our 
school colors. Our brand provides us direction, keeps us on mission and 
demonstrates how we speak about ourselves to every student, faculty and 
staff members, alumni and other key audiences. It’s how we differentiate 
ourselves from competing colleges and universities, and help students 
understand the value of a degree from Thomas College. 

More specifically, the brand distinguishes the Thomas College experience. 
The brand unites us in purpose, while informing undergraduate and 
graduate students across New England that Thomas College provides an 
attainable, flexible way to pursue a career-focused degree and achieve 
personal and professional success. 
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4BRAND STORY

Today, along the banks of the Kennebec River in Waterville, 
Maine, we’re building upon our foundation as “Maine’s 
business school” by offering liberal arts degrees with the 
same high standards, desirability and value.  We’re adding 
chapters to our storied history by helping students create 
bold, new futures filled with promise and possibility. 

Thomas College is a friendly, welcoming family where 
education is more intimate, experiences are more personal, 
and everyone knows one another by name. It’s a place 
where every student can thrive in a close-knit setting with 
small classes. 

 

Thomas College is a safe, serene sanctuary where 
preparation for tomorrow means making the most of the 
here and now. Athletic, academic and on-campus living 
experiences cultivate a rich, immersive college life. Just 
beyond campus, hiking, fishing, rafting and skiing fill four 
seasons with natural wonder and adventure. 

In many ways, Thomas College reflects the character of 
our students: energetic and inventive, yet unassuming, 
personable and hard-working. Like our students, we’re 
intently focused on all that tomorrow holds in store. 
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To bring promising futures within reach.

Thomas College is a launching pad, where undergraduates 
and graduates unashamedly reach for the stars with 
every expectation of getting there. Clear, career focus with 
emphasis on business, education, and the arts and 
sciences in every field of study lead the way in real-world 
skills for real-world success. And because success can 
take many forms, we celebrate the student who 
successfully raises a family or gives back in service to our 
communities in equal measure to the C-Suite executive 
who successfully leads a company and fuels job growth in 
our communities. 

For many everyday students and working adults seeking 
undergraduate or graduate degrees, college is impractical, 
if not impossible. But scholarships and financial aid make 
Thomas College especially affordable. Online classes make 
graduate school especially flexible. The value of a Thomas 
College degree is further enhanced by the Guaranteed Job 
Program and innovative accelerated programs that can 
mean finishing faster and with considerably less expense. 

At a time when college degrees are becoming more 
expensive, more exclusive and hidden away by more and 
more barriers, too many opportunities are lost; too many 
dreams are left on hold. At Thomas College, it’s not about 
barriers that will hinder students, but the doors that we will 
help open before them. 

If you’re a student, if you’re a working professional: why not 
dream bigger? Why not aim higher? Why not endeavor to 
be your best and accomplish more than you ever thought 
possible? Because at Thomas College, you can get a 
degree. You can achieve success. You can take that  
next step. 
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Our value proposition summarizes our brand’s primary 
benefits and brings clarity to the value we offer.  
It identifies our audience, explains why we exist,  
and how we’re different from our competitors.

From an idyllic setting in the Maine 
countryside, Thomas College provides 
innovative and accelerated programs 
for career-focused undergraduate and 
graduate students from across New 
England seeking an attainable 
education in business, education, and 
the arts and sciences.
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A well-rounded education is fundamental. Students get that at Thomas 
College. And more. They leave prepared with real world skills for real world 
success. We are committed to increasing the employability and social 
mobility of our students—equipping them for both their profession 
and for life.

We take pride in innovation and implementing “firsts” for the benefit  
of our students. That includes the one-of-a-kind Guaranteed Job  
Program and other Thomas College  guarantees; a groundbreaking 3+1 
accelerated degree program; varsity esports program; even golf to improve 
networking opportunities.

The Thomas College experience fosters close, personal relationships 
between students and faculty, and between students and students. Couple 
this personal touch with a flexible, contemporary approach to academics, 
and students can pursue their own individualized paths toward achieving 
their unique goals.

The campus, located in the picturesque countryside along the Kennebec 
River near Waterville, Maine, has everything that contributes to a full 
and enriching college life—and nothing that doesn’t. No congestion. No 
distractions. Just college life replete with activities, athletic events—and 
students, together with natural beauty around them, and a limitless future 
before them.

CAREER FOCUS

INSTITUTIONAL 
INVENTIVENESS

PERSONALIZED 
EXPERIENCE

INSPIRING 
ENVIRONMENT

Thomas College’s pillars help our brand stand tall. 
They are the unique attributes that collectively 
combine to establish our point of difference.
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Our brand promise is the reason to choose Thomas 
College. It’s the expression of our commitment 
to providing an attainable education with a clear, 
career focus. Every time we write as Thomas 
College, we convey this essence and the meaning 
behind this statement.

To bring promising 
futures within reach.
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Smaller Is a Big Advantage
Bigger isn’t always better. A welcoming feel in a close-knit 
community creates an environment more conducive to learning 
and enables many of our students to excel.

Value Beyond Money
The majority of students can defray the cost of tuition at 
Thomas College through grants, aid and scholarships. Workforce 
ready preparation and career focus provide an extraordinary 
return on investment.

A Guaranteed Education
We’re so confident in the relevance of our students’ education 
that we can guarantee they will find a job within six months of 
graduation through the Guaranteed Job Program.

Uncommon Flexibility
A flexible academic experience as unique as each student leads 
to highly sought-after, workplace-ready graduates.

Future Focus
Business, innovation and technology skills required for 
tomorrow’s workforce are integrated into all majors today.

Brand beliefs are tangible proof points that support our 
pillars. They’re concise benefits and undeniable truths.
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A WELCOMING FAMILY
Students come to Thomas College for it’s close-knit, familial 
setting and an attainable education. We know you by name, 
and will be here for you during your education and beyond. 

We are...

Door Openers

We help you reach your 
personal aspirations by 
focusing on your career 
goals and creating inventive 
opportunities for you 
throughout your Thomas 
College experience.

Connective 
Encouraging  
Supportive

We are...

Success Accelerators 

We develop innovative 
programs to help you  
be career-ready and  
accelerate your  
education for greater  
return on your  
college investment.

Innovative  
Practical 
Rewarding

We are...

Committed Partners

We are not only accountable 
for providing a relevant,  
quality  education— 
we  demonstrate our  
commitment with programs 
such as the Thomas 
Guaranteed Job Program.

Accountable  
Confident  
Empathetic

Like a person, Thomas College has a personality. We speak 
with one distinct voice that is our own. Our tone is consistent 
and frequent across all media, messages and moments. It is 
personified and real.
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Accountable

Attainable

Connective

Confident

Empathetic

Encouraging

Flexible

Friendly

Innovative

Inventive

Personal

Practical

Rewarding

Serene

Supportive

Unassuming

Valuable

Welcoming

Our language is built on our brand vocabulary. These words, 
or attributes, reinforce our brand promise to the world with 
relevance, consistency and frequency.




