
 

Common Read 2023  
 

Instructions 
 

The Thomas College Common Read is our invitation to join our academic community by exploring and sharing 
ideas together. 
 
After reading and reflecting on this year’s selection, “The Hill We Climb” by Amanda Gorman, create a written 
response from one of the options listed below. During Fall Orientation, you will have an opportunity to discuss 
what you have written along with other students in your class.  
 

 

Option 1 
Gorman’s poem is a reflection on the power of hope in the face of obstacles. She writes, “For there is always 
light, /if only we’re brave enough to see it, /if only we’re brave enough to be it.” 
 
For this writing option, identify a time in your life where hope helped you power over, around, or through an 
obstacle. Describe the challenge you faced, and how you demonstrated the ability “to see” and “to be” the light 
that would bring success. What was the challenge and how did you respond?  
 
Consider the following when outlining your essay:  

 Describe the specific situation you found yourself in. What (or who) was the challenge or the barrier you 
faced? What aspects of your personality and character helped you respond? 

 What was the realization—--the truth or the light—that you could see in the situation? What steps did 
you take in that direction? Were you successful? 

 

Option 2 
In looking at how we respond to challenges, Gorman speaks to how we are different once we have faced a 
challenge. She writes, “We will not march back to what was/but move to what shall be.” 
 
For this writing option, choose a time when you decided to embrace a change, to move to a new perspective, a 
new attitude, a new position, or a new belief. What was the situation that brought about this change? What was 
the new position that you moved to? 
 
Consider the following when outlining your essay: 

 Identify the specific situation where you felt a change was necessary in your life. What was the 
situation? Who or what factored into your decision that you needed to “move to what shall be”? 

 Did your decision end with a positive result? What has changed for you? Would you make the same 
decision again? 

 
 

(continued on back) 



 

 
A word about writing. . .  

 
Write at least 500 words (two typed double-spaced pages). Provide illustrations or examples from your life to 
support your work. Since your response will also be read by your first-year experience course instructor and 
your faculty advisor, please do not rely on any Chatbot or Artificial Intelligence (AI) source for composing your 
essay. Instead, please write in your own voice and from your own experience while demonstrating your own 
understanding of appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, and word choice. 
 

 
Please return your essay by Friday, August 4th to 

 
Dr. Thomas Edwards 

Provost 
Thomas College 

180 West River Road 
Waterville, ME 04901 

Tel (207) 859-1362 
Email: thomas.edwards@thomas.edu 

 
If you email your essay, please save it as a Microsoft Word document or PDF. 

 
 

 
If you have any questions about the Common Read project, please do not hesitate to contact Dr. Edwards or Dr. 
Debbie Cunningham, senior Vice President of Student Success. Debbie’s telephone number and email address 
are (207) 859-1297 and debbie.cunningham@thomas.edu. She will be happy to help you in any way she can. 
 
We are looking forward to receiving your project, and to welcoming you on campus this fall.  
 
 

Our best wishes to you this summer and for the coming semester! 
 

 


